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18 THE GASE FOR CASE

ticular languages or particular sentences are ‘subjectless’, and it may be
necessary to make clear just what I am claiming. A distinction must be
drawn between not having a constituent which could properly be called
‘subject’, on the one hand, and losing such a constituent by anaphoric
deletion, on the other hand.2? Robins (1961), in his review of Tesnitre
(1959), accuses Tesnitre of failing to isolate the subject from the rest
of the sentence. To Robins, Tesnitre's decision to allow the subject to
be treated as merely a complement to the verb must be related to the
[act that the subject is omissible in such languages as Latin. If it is true
that the omissibility of subjects is what convinced Tesni¢re that they are
subordinated to verbs, and if the nonomissibility in any language ol the
subject constituent would have persuaded him that there is a special
status for ‘subject’ vis-d-vis ‘predicate’ in the underlying structure of
sentences in all languages, then that, it seems to me, is a bad reason for
coming up with what might be a correct analysis.

It seems Dbest to have a place in linguistic theory for the operation
of anaphoric processes, processes which have the ellect of shortening,
simplilying, de-stressing sentences which are partly. identical to their
neighbors (or which are partly ‘understood’). It happens that English
anaphoric processes make use of pronominalization, stress reduction, and
also deletion, under conditions where other languages might get along
exclusively with deletion.? Under some conditions, in languages of the
latter type, the deleted element happens to be the ‘subject’. The non-
occurrence of subject nouns in some utterances in some languages is 70!
by itsell, in other words, a good argument against the universality ol the
subject/predicate division. There are better ones. Some of these have al-
ready been suggested, others are to appear shortly.

7 The tagmemicists in particular, because of their notation for ‘optional’ constitucnts,
have had to come to grips with this distinction. A "tagmemic formula’ may be thought
of as an attempt to present in a single statement a quasi-generative rule for producing
a set of related sentences and the surface structure (short of frce variation in word
order) of these sentences. 1f the formulas for transitive and intransitive clauses arc
expressed as i and ii respectively:

i. =Subj + Pred = Obj * Loc = Time

ii. =Subj + Pred * Loc % Time
it is clear (a) that any clausc containing just a Pred can satisfy cither of these formulas,
and (b) that the potential appearance of such constituents as Loc and Time is less
relevant to the description of these clauses than is that of the constituent Obj. Pike
draws a distinction, which cross-cuts the optional/obligatory distinction, between
‘diagnostic’ and ‘nondiagnostic’ elements of clauses; see, for example, Pike (1966, esp.
Chapter 1, Clauses). Grimes, on the othcr hand, seems to suggest introducing the
‘diagnostic’ constituents obligatorily, allowing for their dcletion under certain con-
textual or anaphoric conditions. See Grimes (1964, esp. p. 16 L.).

2 For an extremely informative description of these processes in English, sce Gleitman
(1965) and Harris (1957, esp. Section 16).
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By distinguishiug between surface- and deep-structure case relation-
ships, by interpreting the ‘subject’ and ‘object’ as aspects of the surface
structure, and by viewing the specific plionetic shapes ol nouns in actual
utterances as determinable by many [actors that are vastly variable in
space and time, we have eliminated reasons for being surprised at the
noncomparability of (surface) case systems. We find it partly possible to
agree with Bennett when, alter surveying a few representative nineteenth
century case theories, he stated (1914, p. 3) that they erred in sharing
the ‘doubtful assumption . . . that all the cases must belong to a single
scheme, as though parts ol somc consistent institution’. We need not [ol-
low him, however, in concluding that the only valid type of research
into the cases is an inquiry into the earliest value of each case.

Greenberg has remarked that cases themselves cannot be compared
across languages—two case systemns may have diflerent numbers of cases,
the names of the cases may conceal [unctional dillerences—but that case
uses may be expected to be comparable. He predicts, for instance, that the
uses of cases will be ‘substantially similar in [requency but diflcrently com-
bined in different languages’ (1966, p. 98; see also p. 80). Greenberg's rec-
ommendations on the cross-linguistic study ol case uses were presented in
connection with the ‘true’ case languages, but it seems clear that if a
‘dative of personal agent’ in one language can be identified with an
‘ablative of personal agent’ in another language, then the ‘personal agent’
relationship between a noun and a verb ought also to be recognizable
in the so-called cascless languages on cxactly the same grounds. If, further-
more, it turns out that other grammuatical [acts can be associated with
sentences containing the personal agent relationship, it would appear
that the concepts underlying the study of case uses may have a greater
linguistic significance thaun those involved in the description of surface
case systems. These additional facts might include thc identification of
a limited set of nouns and a limited set of verbs capable of entering into
this relationship, and whatever additional generalizations prove to be
statable in terms of this classification. Ifigher level dependencies may be
discovered, such as the limitation of benefactive phrases to scutences con-
taining a personal agent relationship in their deep structure.

The question should now be asked, of course, whether we are justified
in using the term case for the kind of remote syntactic-semantic relations
that are at issue. There is among many scholars a strong feeling that the
term should be used only where clear case morphemes are discoverable
in the inflection of nouns. To Jespersen, it is wrong to speak of ‘analytic’
cases, even when there is no ‘local’ meaning in the preposition phrascs,
because cases are one thing and preposition-plus-object constructions are
another (1924, p. 186). Jespersen's position is colored a little by his belief
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50 THE GASE FOR CASE

NP
D N
K NP

99

to John books

A D subjoined to an NP has its case marker modified—in this case to the

sibilant suffix. Note 100,
NP
D N

100

John 's books

The ‘true possessive’ construction—resulting either in an NP of the
form X’s ¥ or Y of X in English—has as its source a sentence which by
itself would have the form X has Y. The fact that in some languages
there are instances of adnominal D not modified to the ‘genitive’ (dem
Vater sein Haus, 'dative of possession’) supports the view that conversion
to genitive is a matter of the surface structure.

The interpretation of deverbal nouns which seems most satisfactory to
me is that, except for the purely productive cases, the derivation of a
noun from a verb is a matter of historical, not synchronic, fact. The
synchronic reality is expressed by indicating that a given noun has a
particular kind of relationship to a specific verb (or set of verbs), and
that some of these nouns may, others must, appear in the NP frame
[——S). .

That is, instead of having a synchronic process for producing such
words as Latin amor from its associated verb, what is needed is the
classification of such a word as an abstract noun having a particular kind
of relationship with the verb amo.%® Nouns having this kind of special

® This treatment allows for the inclusion of nouns which lack etymological connections
with their related verbs. We might wish to indicate for book a connection of the in-
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relationship to specific verbs can take part in a process which introduces
into the NP elements which ‘originally’ depended on the associated verb.
The processes in question frequently have the effect of converting the
form of the subsidiary NP’s to the genitive.5! Thus the noun amor when
qualified by a sentence of the form deus amat . . . yields amor dei;
when it is qualified by a sentence of the form deum amat . . . the result
is again amor dei. The D and O forms, in other words, are equally re-
duced to the genitive, and when only one noun is involved, potential
ambiguities result.52

4. Some Remarks
on Language Typology

The view of universal grammar which is emerging is something like
this: In their deep structure, the propositional nucleus of sentences in all
languages consists of a V and one or more NP’s, each having a separate
case relationship to the P (and hence to the V). The most straightforward

tended kind with the verb write, thus accounting for the ambiguity of your book be-
tween ‘the book which you own’ (ordinary relative clause modification) and 'the book
which you wrotc’.

" Exactly what universal constraints there are, if any, on thc cleinent to be converted
to genitive is not at all clear. It appears that if there is only onc clement that shows up
in the NP, it frequently takes the genitive form. Compare thie ambiguous Scntence i
with Scntences ii and iii.
i. My instructions were impossible to carry out
(a) so I quit.
(b) so he quit.
ii. My instructions to you are to go therec.
iii. ®* My your instructions are to go there.

In English it appcars that if the conditions which allow the forination of the of genitive
and the s genitive are satisfied by two different NP's in the associated sentence, multi-
ple genitive constructions become possible, as in the following cxample borrowed
from Jespersen.

iv. Gainesborough's portrait of the duchess of Devonshire.

Japanese allows conversion to genitive in true rclative clauses, as well as in the
reduced relative clauses. A paraphrase of v is vi; no is the postposition most closcly as-
sociated with functions which we would call ‘genitive’.

v. Boku ga yonda zasshi. ‘1 4 subject + read — past + magazinc’
‘the magazines I read’
vi. Boku no yonda zasshi.

*? Jespersen’s suggestion that the ambiguity of amor dei is in the verb rather than the
noun—the noun unambiguously identifying the subject, the verb being ambiguously
either active or passive—must be understood as the hypothesis that only those NP
constituents which arc capable of conversion to surface subjects (with a given verb)
may appear under genilive modification as modificrs of the deverbal noun. For English
this may well be true. (Jespersen, 1924, p. 170)
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deep-structure commonalities between languages are to be sought at this
‘deepest’ level.

The lexical insertion rule for verbs is sensitive to the particular ar-
ray of cases in the P. Since no distinction is needed between ‘strict sub-
categorization features’ and at least the highest level of ‘selectional fea-
tures’ (because redundancy relations exist between cases and some lexical
features, and because there is no 'subject’ outside of a ‘"VP' whose features
need to be dealt with separately), the lexical insertion rule for verbs can
be a strictly local transformation which responds to nothing more than
the cases which are co-constituents of V (with the exception, as noted
above, that it must be known whether the O element is an NP or an §).

The criteria for typological classification that have suggested them-
selves so far in this study are these:

I. the presence or absence of modifications on the NP’s as deter-
mined by the deep-case categories

A. the nature of such modification (prepositional, aflixal, or
other) ;

B. the conditions for the choice of particular case forms (which,
when stated in their simplest form, constitute what is usually
formulated as the ‘case system’ of the language)

11. the presence or absence of concordial modifications of the verb

A. the nature of the concord (number agreement, incorporation
of ‘traces’ of case categories, feature changes on V)

B. the relation to subject selection (topicalization)

111, the naturc of anaphoric processes

A. type of process (replacement by pro form, deletion, de-stress-
ing, replacement by unstressed variants, or other)

B. conditions of application

IV. topicalization processcs (where ‘subject selection’ may be thought
of as a special case of topicalization)

A. formal processes (fronting, modilying the case form, or other)

B. the variety of topicalization processes in the same language

V. word order possibilities

A. factors determining ‘neutral’ word order (nature of case cate-
gories, ‘ranking’ of noun classes, topic selection, or other)

B. conditions determining or constraining stylistic variations on
word order

It is important to realize that all of these typological criteria are
based on superficial processes, and that there are no particularly good
reasons for believing a priori that there will be much coincidence in the
ways in which the different criteria sort out the world's languages.

CHARLES J. FILLMORE 53

4.1 The Bases for Determining Case Forms

The forms of the NP’s in a P are determined on the basis of a variety
of factors, one of which is the case category of the NP. Thus an NP under
an I (that is, an instrumental noun) is assigied a particular form depend-
ing in whole or in part on the fact that it is under I.

Surface case forms of NP’s are most elaborately developed in the
personal pronouns. The study of the ‘case’ aspects of pronoun systems
reveals a great deal about the variety of relationships that can hold be-
tween deep and surface cases.

Sapir’s typological distinctions for Amerindian pronominal systems
(1917b) can be expressed in case grammar terms quite simply. If we
ignore whatever complications may exist in ‘passive’ constructions, and
if we ignore all deep-structure cases except A and O, we can imagine

sentences of the following three types given in their underlying proposi-
tional form:

(@) V+ A intransitive sentences with active ‘subjects’
() V+O + A transitive sentences with agents
(©) V+O intransitive sentences with inactive ‘subjects’

Since the V element is constant to the formulas, we can represent these

three sentence types by presenting the case frames in three lines, as
follows:

A
101 OA
o

According to Sapir, then, there are languages which, like Yana, have
only one form for pronouns in all four of these positions.

102

There are languages like Paiute that have a separate form for the O
element in the transitive sentence, all others being the same. The two
forms are traditionally called ‘nominative’ and ‘accusative’.
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72 THE CASE FOR CASE
S , 163
e
NP M P
T~ T~
D N v A
zv\/x K NP
! h
_o_:: 'S nose was pinched by ZMQ

Backing up to 156, we may now see the consequences of ‘promoting’
adnominal D. When the D is removed from L and becomes the left-most
case constituent in P, the resulting structure is 164.

S . 164

L
NP

Past pinch to John on the  nose by Mary

x
4
o

NP

=

=z
=z

The possible subjects for 164 are the A or the newly promoted D. When
the subject is A, we get 165, a structure which, on application of the
rules we have learned, eventually becomes 166.
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S 165

by Mary  Past  pinch to John on the nose

S 166
NP P
N v NP L
>
N K NP
>
d N
Mary pinched John on the nose

When D is made subject, on the other hand, we get 167; on applying
the rules appropriate to a V with the feature [+ passive], we eventually
get 168.




74 THE CASE FOR CASE
S
D M P
K NP Y L A
+ pass
N K NP K NP
d N N

to John  Past  pinch on the nose by Mary

S 168
NP M P
N v L A
+ pass
K NP K NP
d N N
John was pinched on the nose by Mary

We may turn to the problem which interested Bally and Frei and
examine the role of adnominal D in sentences which assign attributes to
obligatorily possessed elements. The basic structure of such sentences can
be illustrated by 169.
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‘g 169
>
M P
>
\ 0]
>
K NP
>
N D
>
K

_y A

d N

Pres beautiful 7] eyes to the girl

In languages which allow the D to remain in the NP, the D element is
converted to its genitive form. In English this results in 170. Since 170
has only the form [V + O], the O is nccessarily chosen as subject, and the
result for English is 171.
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