Overview

This newest release of VerbNet contains several significant changes:
1. The addition of over 300 new verb lemmas, including some highly frequent verbs, such as own and seem.

2. The addition of over 300 new senses of verbs already present in VerbNet 2.3.  For example, have was part of the Devour-39.4 class in VerbNet 2.3.  In VerbNet 3.0, it was added to the Own-103 class for its sense “possess.” 
3. The completion of 34 classes described in Kipper et al. (2007) and Korhonen and Briscoe (2005).  These classes further expand VerbNet’s coverage of verbs that take sentential and adjectival complements.

4. The addition of direct links from  class members to their appropriate WordNet sense or senses and to their corresponding FrameNet frame. 
5. A complete revision of the frame names, which will be described in more detail below. 
Frame Name Revision

VerbNet 3.0 features a complete revision of the frames names, which we’ve designed to be more transparent to users and to provide greater consistency across classes.  
In previous versions of VerbNet, frame names were either a combination of pertinent syntactic pieces (e.g., PP) or a descriptive term (e.g., Transitive).  Every frame had a primary general name, and many had a secondary specific name.  For example, the frame NP-PP Source-PP, the primary name is NP-PP and the secondary name is Source-PP, which gives more specific information about the type of PP required for this frame.  These names were informative but sometimes difficult for the uninitiated to interpret.  In addition, they were designed to highlight the alternations that were characteristic of a particular class.  Consequently, the same syntax was often represented by different names in different classes.  For example, a transitive frame could have any of the following names:

· Transitive

· Basic Transitive

· NP

· Instrument Subject Alternation

· Simple Reciprocal Transitive
In VerbNet 3.0, frame names describe the basic syntactic sequence for that frame, using the following components: 

· V

· NP

· PP

· ADJ

· ADV

· S

For example, every transitive frame would have the name NP V NP.  This consistency should allow users to make generalizations across classes more easily.  However, a frame in a particular class may have important restrictions on what type of arguments it takes, such as the frame  NP V NP PP in the remove-10.1 class (“Doug removed the smudges from the tabletop”), which requires the PP to be a source.  In those cases, the thematic role of the argument is included as a dot extension.  The full name for the above example is NP V NP PP.source.  Users can use or ignore the extensions depending on their needs.
Additionally, underscore extensions are used to distinguish different types of sentential complements:
· NP V S_ING “Success requires working long hours.”
· NP V S_INF  “I needed to come.”
Finally, a few frames require specific lexical items as part of the construction.  In those case, the lexical item is included in the frame name in small capital letters.  For example, the matter-91 class includes the frame IT V THAT S  “It matters that they left.”  
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Basic Transitive NPV NP The king expelled the
general.

NP-PP Source-PP NPV NP PP.source The king expelled the
general from the army.

Instrument Subject NPinstrumentV NP The hammer broke the

Alternation window.

Simple Reciprocal Transitive NPV NP Herman connected the
computers.

ING-SC/BE-ING-SC NPVS_ING They confessed stealing the

money.





Although in most cases, information included in the original frame name is included in some way in the new frame name, in some cases, the information must be found elsewhere in the frame description, usually in the syntax.  For example, the original frame name ING-SC/BE-ING-SC has been changed to to NP V S_ING.  The information that the sentential complement is subject controlled is now only found in the restriction in the Syntax feature:
NP V S_ING
Example:   "They confessed stealing the money."    
Syntax:   Agent V Topic <+be_sc_ing>    
Similarly, some frame names included a specific required lexical item, such as the frame PP TO-PP.  This frame has been renamed as NP V PP.recipient, and preserves the information about the required preposition to in the syntax.

NP V PP.recipient
Example:  “He donated directly to JSP members.”
Syntax:  Agent V {TO} Recipient

